12. 255

12.255 DELINQUENT VEHICLES: IMPOUNDING/PROCESSING
DELINQUENT TAGS

Ref er ence:

G nci nnati Muinici pal Code 513-1 - | npoundnent of
Mot or Vehi cl es
Standards Manual - 61.1.2, 61.4.3

| nformati on:

When owners do not respond to traffic citation tags
and tags becone delinquent, the Records Unit wll
publish the Iicense nunbers of such vehicles on the
Del i nquent Vehicle List, which is distributed every
30 days.

Pr ocedur e:

A.  Any police officer locating a delinquent vehicle
wi |l query Police Comruni cations Section (PCS)
by radio for registration by VIN and by |icense
pl ates to determ ne the delinquent status and
owner of the vehicle. |If the registration by
VIN and |icense plates do not match, further
investigation is indicated. After verification,
the officer will take the follow ng steps to
process the vehicle:

1. If the vehicle is unattended and the officer
is unable to |l ocate the owner/driver, he
wll:

a. Notify PCS via Signal 38.
b. Initiate a Tow ng Report (Form 369).

c. Wit with the delinquent vehicle until
t he wrecker arrives.

d. Gve a copy of the Form 369 to the
wrecker driver and wait until the
vehicle is actually towed fromthe
scene.

2. If the vehicle is attended (the driver or
owner is in or around the vehicle and nmakes
hi s presence known before the wecker | eaves
the curb and enters a noving traffic |ane):

a. The officer can direct or escort the
driver to the district or the Ham | ton
County Municipal Court Cerk's Ofice to
satisfy the delinquent tags.
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1) Consider the driver's ability to
satisfy the delinquent tags
i mredi ately upon arrival at the
Ham | t on County Muni ci pal Court
Clerk's Ofice.

b. If the driver cannot satisfy the tags
wi t hout delay at the Ham |ton County
Muni ci pal Court Cerk's Ofice, or if it
is nore convenient for the officer,
direct and escort the driver with the
vehicle to the nearest district.

c. Informthe driver that his vehicle wll
be inmpounded if he does not satisfy the
del i nquent tags and return to the
district wwth proof wwthin a specified
tine.

1) Police personnel should consider
exi sting circunstances (availability
of parking spaces at the district,
time of day, etc.) when determ ning
what is a reasonable tinme before
i npoundi ng the vehicle.

d. If the driver fails to return with proof
that tags were satisfied wthin the
specified tinme, renove the vehicle to
the I npound Unit.

B. The type and nunber of delinquent violations can
be verified by running a Query Qutstandi ng

Ti cket (QOT).

1. Any vehicle appearing on the delinquent |ist
has nore than one delinquent tag. The fine
doubl es for each delinquent tag.

2. In order to redeemthe delinquent vehicle,
the driver/owner nust:

a. Pay all delinquent tags at the:

Ham [ ton County Municipal Court Cerk's
Ofice - Room 112

Ham [ ton County Justice Center

314 East Ninth Street

b. If the owner of a delinquent vehicle
w shes to contest his delinquent
citations, he may register themfor
court.
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C. | f warrants have been issued, bond nust
be posted on each.

3. The owner/driver may retrieve his vehicle
held at a district by presenting proof the
tags have been paid or registered for court.

4. The owner/driver may retrieve his vehicle
held at the Inpound Unit, 1810 South Street,
by presenting proof the tags have been paid
or registered for court, and by paying
i npoundage f ees.

By ordi nance, the owner of any vehicle inpounded
under Ci ncinnati Minicipal Code Section 513-1
nmust be given notice of such inpoundnent. Make
the notice personally or by regular nmail sent to
the | ast known address of the registered owner.

1. The inpounding officer will attenpt to
notify the owner of the vehicle in person or
by tel ephone of the inpoundnent, providing
such notification can be nade during the
i npoundnent and investigati on process.

a. The officer will indicate notification
has or has not been made in the space
provi ded on the Form 369.

b. If the inpounding officer is unable to
notify the owner during the inpoundnent/
i nvestigation process, the officer wll
note on the Form 369 under "Remarks &
Expl anati on" any information gai ned
relative to the owner's current address
or tel ephone nunber.

c. Inpound Unit personnel are responsible
for the notification after the vehicle
is received at the Inpound Unit.

2. The notification will consist of:

a. The vehicle has been taken into custody
and stored at (Il ocation).

b. The reason for inpoundnent.

c. The procedure for obtaining rel ease of
t he vehicle.

d. The accrued charges for inpoundnent and
st or age.
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e. That the persons claimng the vehicle
can challenge the validity of the
i npoundnent at a hearing before the
sworn officer on duty at the I npound
Unit.

f. That failure to obtain rel ease of the

vehicle within 20 days after i npoundnent
may cause it to be sold at auction.
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Procedure 12. 255 | ndex

This procedure appears in the main Procedure Manual Index in
the foll om ng manner:

Page 22
Del i nquent Vehicl es: | npoundi ng/ Processi ng Del i nquent
12. 255
Tags
| mpoundi ng Vehicle for pg. 2
Notification of Owmer pg. 3
Rel ease of Vehicle pg. 2
Vehicle Attended pg. 1
Vehi cl e Unattended pg. 1
Verifying Delinquent Status pg. 2
Page 38
| MPOUNDI NG,
Del i nquent Vehi cl es 12. 255
| npoundi ng Vehicle for Delinquent Tags pg. 2
Notification of Owmer pg. 3
Rel ease of Vehicle pg. 2
Vehicle Attended pg. 1
Vehi cl e Unattended pg. 1
Verifying Delinquent Status pg. 2
Page 79
TRAFFI C.
Del i nquent Vehicles: I npoundi ng/ Processing and 12.255
Arrest
Page 86
VEHI CLES:
Del i nquent Vehicles: | npoundi ng/ Processi ng 12. 255

Del i nquent Tags
| mpoundi ng Vehicle for pg. 2
Notification of Owmer pg. 3
Rel ease of Vehicle pg. 2
Vehicl e Attended pg. 2
Vehi cl e Unattended pg. 1
Verifying Delinquent Status pg. 2
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Page 90

WRECKERS:

Del i nquent Vehicles: | npoundi ng/ Processi ng 12. 255
Del i nquent Tags

| mpoundi ng Vehicle for pg. 2

Notification of Omer pg. 3

Rel ease of Vehicle pg. 2

Vehicle Attended pg. 1

Vehi cl e Unattended pg. 1

Verifying Delinquent Status pg. 2
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